
Inspection of Training Depot Day 
Nursery
2-4 Brook Street, Luton, Bedfordshire LU3 1DS

Inspection date: 18 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff consistently provide a calm and nurturing environment. They have children at 
the heart of their practice and show respect towards them. Staff consistently seek 
children's consent before supporting hygiene routines such as changing nappies. 
Children respond positively and show good levels of engagement. Throughout the 
day, children of all ages mix. This allows children to learn from others as well as 
providing siblings with the opportunity to see each other. Staff talk of the positive 
impact this also has on transitions. Children settle in new rooms quicker as they are 
already aware of the other spaces in the building.
 
Children demonstrate independence through their day at the nursery as they get 
their own drinks and lay the table ready for lunch time. The youngest children 
begin to develop their independence by feeding themselves. When going outdoors, 
the oldest children demonstrate how they can find their own belongings and put on 
their coats. This is sequenced well throughout the nursery, as children develop their 
physical skills and abilities. 

Children behave well. They play cooperatively with each other and share with 
minimal support. Children have a good understanding of staff expectations of 
them. Staff encourage children to be the helper for the day. This gives them 
different responsibilities including helping at mealtimes. Children, particularly the 
oldest, relish in being given this responsibility.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n A strong leadership team supports the nursery staff well. The curriculum has a 
clear focus which looks to build on children's communication and language 
development. Leaders have high expectations for all children and model good 
practice to the staff team. However, some staff do not have a clear 
understanding of the curriculum intent, which means their teaching is not 
consistently focused on what they want children to learn. 

n Staff use children's interests to build on the skills they already have and help 
them to develop further. For example, when baking, children explore the concept 
of weight. Staff reintroduce scales and assist the children in measuring out 
ingredients. Children talk about the ingredients and what numbers they can see 
on the scales. They talk about whether they need 'more or less' to reach the 
goal weight needed.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive strong 
support. Staff work closely with parents and other professionals to ensure every 
child is getting the right level of support. Staff create an inclusive environment, 
implementing strategies that meet children's individual learning needs. For 
example, visual timetables are available in each room to support transitions. 
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n Staff engage and interact with children well. They introduce all children to sign 
language, particularly children who speak English as an additional language. 
Children show they can recall this learning as they say 'please' and 'thank you' at 
mealtimes. Although staff talk to children, they do not always ask questions and 
use language that matches the abilities and stage of development of the 
children. At times, staff narrate play to children, exposing them to a rich 
vocabulary, but this is not always consistently good quality.

n Staff regularly share information with parents about activities children enjoy and 
their next steps in learning and development. Parents feel well informed and 
appreciate the guidance they receive on supporting learning at home. Parents 
are regularly asked for feedback on the nursery. 

n Staff say they feel very supported by the management team. They have lots of 
opportunities to build on their professional development by attending training 
courses and staff meetings. Staff are happy at the nursery and enjoy embedding 
new ideas into practice. 

n The provider failed to notify Ofsted of a significant change, which is a legal 
requirement. However, there was no impact on children's safety and welfare, or 
learning and development. The provider acknowledges this was an oversight and 
is now fully aware of their duty to notify Ofsted in the future.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support all staff to have a clear understanding of the curriculum intent so that 
their teaching is consistently focused on what they want children to learn

n help staff to raise the quality of their interactions to match the abilities of the 
children to support communication and language development even further. 

Inspection report: Training Depot Day Nursery
18 February 2025 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY340049

Local authority Luton

Inspection number 10372254

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 86

Name of registered person Hesleyside Enterprises Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526473

Telephone number 01582 730510

Date of previous inspection 9 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Training Depot Day Nursery registered in 2006 and is located in Luton. The nursery 
employs 19 members of staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications, ranging from level 2 to level 6. The nursery opens from 7am until 
6pm on Monday to Friday, all year round. It provides funded early education for all 
eligible children

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Smith
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Inspection activities

n The leadership team and inspector completed a learning walk together of all the 
areas of the nursery and discussed their curriculum and what they want children 
to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with a member 
of the leadership team. 

n The inspector spoke to parents and looked at reviews during the inspection and 
took account of their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of 
suitability of the staff team and provider.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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